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There It Stands 
We ought to obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29). 


“The Bible - There It Stands!” was written by A. Z. Conrad, former pastor of Park | 
Street Congregational Church, Boston, Mass. It tells us that the Bible always “stands,” re- 
gardless of what happens in this world, for it is God’s eternal Word. 


Century follows century—There is stands. Unbelief abandons it—There it stands. 


Empires rise and fall and are forgotten— Higher critics deny its claim to inspira- 
There it stands. _ tion—There it stands. 


Dynasty succeeds dynasty—There it stands. The flames are kindled about it—There it 
stands. | 


Kings are crowned and uncrowned—There 
it stands. The tooth of time gnaws but makes no dent 


in it—There it stands. 
Emperors decree its extermination—There 


it stands. Infidels predict its abandonment—There it 


stands. 
Atheists rail against it—There it stands. 
Modernism tries to explain it away—There 


Agnostics smile cynically—There it stands. it stands. 

: Profane prayerless punsters caricature it— —Condensed from a Church Bulletin. 
t There it stands. Sunday School Times. 
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EDITORIAL This difference is not superficial, it is funda-  ~ 


mental and vital. That this difference exists is evi- 
dent for any who will to see and examine for them- 


You Cannot Build For are It — — by two things: the 
emphasis and the method. 

Eternity Unless You Build To the evangelical the primary emphasis is on 

On Gop’s FOUNDATION winning men to a saving faith in Jesus Christ; a 


faith which recognizes one’s own sinful heart and 


Theological unbelief, sometimes taking to itself 
the term “liberalism,” is faced with the necessity of 
destroying faith in both the complete trust- 
worthiness and the authority of the Bible if it is to EDITORIAL 
succeed in establishing its position. 


This is a bald statement of fact under which the YOU CANNOT BUILD FOR ETERNITY 
“liberal” will squirm but which he has to admit, UNLESS YOU BUILD ON 
either under direct questioning or by an examina- GOD'S FOUNDATION ....... 2 
tion of his position with reference to the Bible itself. 


IS SEGREGATION UNCHRISTIAN? .. 4 


This position reduces itself to the absurd dogma 
that the Bible is a completely authoritative book to 
the uneducated and ignorant and may be so left for 
them to regard it, but to the scientific and educated 


ARTICLES 


it simply contains God’s Word and it is left to this ECCLESIASTICISM IN THE 

fortunate few to discover that which is accurate and NEW TESTAMENT 

authoritative, the remainder to be relegated to the REV. ANTON J. VAN PUFFELEN .. 6 

realm of “unscientific,” “folklore,” ‘Jewish le- 

gend,” etc., etc. 
DEPARTMENTS 
} Those who have been thus indoctrinated are then , 
} entrusted with passing on their views with reference SABBATH SCH. LESSONS — SEPT. 9 ‘ 

to the inspiration and content of the Bible, tearing REV. J. KENTON PARKER..... 10 

down faith and supplanting it with their own 

theories and the theories of others. This seems to be ¥GUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. — SEPT. 9 a 

the accepted procedure in the Bible departments of ¢ 

many colleges and universities today—and with REV. W.G. FOSTER,D.D...... 

tragic results. Take from a young man, or woman, 

their faith in the trustworthiness and authority of CHURCH NEWS . ee eee e 

the Bible and substitute for that faith a man-made 

philosophy which places human intellect above di- MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY ..... 13 

vine revelation and a new religion results, a re- 

ligion the center of which is what man can and WOMEN’S WORK .......... 14 

must do, whereas the religion of Jesus Christ cen- a 

ters primarily around what He has done. 
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the certain eternal punishment of unrepentant sin- 
ners and at the same time the fact that Christ died 
for our sins and offers eternal life to those who 
accept Him. A natural correlary to this emphasis is 
that those who thus know Christ as their Saviour 
witness for Him and win others to Him. 


To the evangelical such an individual immedi- 
ately becomes a part of the “salt” and the “light” 
which our Lord expects to exert a purifying and 
clarifying influence in the world where he lives 
and the resulting “good works” are for the glori- 
fying of our heavenly Father, not of self. That 
Christians so often fail in their responsibilities as 
Christians is not a reflection on the emphasis of 
needed salvation but rather on the depth of spiritual 
experience and perception. 


With the primary emphasis on a personal experi- 
ence of salvation, the method of the evangelical nat- 
urally centers on those activities which will lead to 
such an experience. Bible study is emphasized be- 
cause here the Holy Spirit speaks to the individual 
and in turn gives him authority as he speaks to 
others. No personal worker can be effective without 
a deep personal knowledge of and faith in the Book. 
The evangelical will further co-operate in and help 
to promote the work of those individuals and agen- 
cies which recognize where the primary emphasis of 
Christian work must rest. 


On the other hand, one has but to study the pro- 
grams and activities of the liberals in general to see 
that here the emphasis is on education and social 
change. Race relations, economic security, pacifism, 
political adjustments, are mentioned and emphasized 
almost to the exclusion of soul-winning. In fact 


a liberals frankly deny the need for the new 
irtn, 


To the average liberal, sin is primarily a question 
of human relations. To the evangelical, sin is pri- 
marily breaking God’s laws. This often involves 
wrong acts towards our fellow men, but the under- 
lying problem is one between man and God and it 
can only be solved by God’s redeeming power. 
(Cf. Psalm 51:4). 


That the evangelical has only too often been neg- 
ligent of his duties to the society of which he is a 
part is admitted; but it is our observation that a 
Spirit-filled Christian can be counted on to be both 
a loyal citizen and a good neighbor. 


It should never be forgotten that an individual is 
a Christian, not because of what he does but be- 
cause of the One in whom he believes. The world is 


prone to call good men like Ghandi “Christians” 
but that is utterly fallacious. We have known Con- 
fucian scholars who were the embodiment of cour- 
tesy and generosity and who in many respects put 
Christians to shame in their lives. But, to call these 
men “Christians” is a travesty on all that Chris- 
tianity stands for. That many professing Christians 
do not adorn their profession in no way alters the 
fundamental fact that one becomes a Christian only 
through the redeeming work of the Christ of Cal- 
vary—a work which must be accepted by the indi- 
vidual. 


So anxious are some liberals to tear down faith in 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures that they 
will go to almost any absurd lengths. But, pin them 
down and they find it difficult to show the errors in 
the Bible which they aver are there. 


In a time when America has fallen to an alarm- 
ingly low ebb in spiritual life and in public and 
private morals we can think of no more unworthy 
occupation than to attempt to destroy faith in the 
Word of God. It is those men who approach its 
pages with a prayer on their lips and faith in their 
hearts to whom the Holy Spirit gives the spiritual 
and moral stamina to go out and make a nation 
strong for righteousness. 


One may have a sincere desire to do good but 
unless this rests in the power of the Holy Spirit it 
is doomed to failure. Throw overboard the compass 
of a completely inspired and authoritative Bible and 
substitute human philosophy and scientific dis- 
coveries and shipwreck is sure. 


The evangelical can learn zeal for social reform 
from the liberal and the liberal will be wise to re- 
member that God’s Word is tampered with at dire 
cost to all concerned. 


“For thou hast magnified thy word above all thy 
name.” —L.N.B. 


Three Outstanding Reprints! 


Now Available. Dr. Anderson - Please 
Explain! By Chalmers W. Alexander. An 
Open Letter, by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, both 
$1 a hundred, and Formosa - Key To The 
Closed Door Of China, by Dr. Bell, 10 cents 


each. 
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Is Segregation 
UnChristianP 


In The Presbyterian Outlook of July 30, there 
are two letters to the editor from young people who 
very ardently advocate non-segregation in our 
churches. They claim that segregation is unChris- 
tian, and they describe as cowards, and brand as 
“hypocrites” those who do not agree with them. 


I believe in segregation and am not at all dis- 
turbed by anything they may call me and others 
who share my views. I attribute their “zeal without 
knowledge” to the exuberance of youth and to their 
being furnished for light housekeeping in the upper 
story. 


Segregation was decreed by God Himself in one 
historical instance. God called Abram out of Ur 
of the Chaldees, to go into a land which he should 
afterwards receive as an inheritance. The Patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived in that land for 
many years. Jacob’s clan, because of famine, went 
down into Egypt, and were settled in the land of 
Goshen, where they remained 400 years. Then God 
sent Moses to lead the tribes of Israel out of Egypt 
into the wilderness for 40 years, and Joshua led 
them into the land of Canaan, where the various 
tribes were settled. For fifteen hundred years till 
the birth of Christ they were a segregated nation. 
They were forbidden by God to mingle socially, to 


intermarry, or to amalgamate with the nations’ 


around them. They did not always obey God but 
nevertheless God commanded it and many times 
punished them when they disobeyed his command. 
If allowed to mingle socially with each other the 
inevitable result would be amalgamation, either 
with or without marriage. 


Out of that segregated nation, through inspired 
prophets from time to time, from Moses to Malachi, 
came the revealed will of God in the Old Testa- 
ment. Out of that segregated nation, came the 
Saviour of the World, and the New Testament 
which tells us of Him. Does anyone dare to say that 
God made a mistake in segregating the Jewish 
nation? Does anyone dare to say that segregation is 
wrong and un-Christian when the Almighty Him- 
self did it? The only God we know, or care to 
know, is the God revealed in the Scriptures, and he 
never makes a mistake and never does wrong, “He 
is glorious in holiness, fearful in praises doing 
wonders.” 


I believe in segregation for three reasons: 


1. In the first place I believe that segregation is 
in harmony with the plan and purpose of the Al- 
mighty Himself, as the best means to prevent amal- 
gamation of the races. He used it in the case of his 
chosen people Israel. 


Let us face some stubborn facts: We have three 
most distinct races of men distinguished by the color 


of their faces, the yellow man, the black man, and 
the white man. Who made one man’s face yellow, 
one black, and another white? That question is not 
hard to answer, for there is only one being in the 
universe that could do such a thing, and He is the 
Almighty, the Creator of all things. But why did 
he do it? He has not told us except in general 
terms. In Rev. 4:11 we read “The four and twenty 
elders fall down before Him that sat on the throne, 
and worship him that liveth forever and ever and 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor, 
and power; For thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created.” The 
only reason we are given is that it pleased God. In 
the early creation of the world we are told, “He 
spake and it was done, He commanded and it stood 
fast.” 


But when and where did this change take place? 
It must have been after the days of Noah and the 
flood. When the people began to build the tower 
of Babel, in the land of Shinar, God interfered and 
confused their language so that they could no longer 
understand each other’s speech and were forced to 
scatter out in different directions. ‘They spoke at 
least three different languages, maybe more, but at 
least three. The descendants of Shem, the oldest 
son of Noah, moved Eastward and remained on the 
continent of Asia. The descendants of Ham went 
West to the land of Canaan, then South into the 
continent of Africa. The descendants of Japeth 
moved North and went overland through the Cau- 
casus Mountains, between the Black and the Caspian 
seas and inhabited the continent of Europe, and be- 
came known as the Caucasian, or white race. 


Sometime in the centuries that followed the 
yellow man was found in China, the black man in 
Africa, and the white man in Europe. Paul said to 
the Athenians: “God hath made of one blood all 
nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” Our 
God, the God of all wisdom, has never admitted 
that He ever made a mistake, in this or in any other 
instance. And He certainly has not authorized any 
men to correct his ‘mistake,’ or to improve upon 
his plan. In Latin America they tried to improve on 
God’s plan, but did they? The Spanish and Portu- 
gese conquerors, amalgamated freely with the native 
Indians, then they imported Negro slaves from 
Africa, and became amalgamated with them, s0 
there is no color line and no segregation South of 
the Rio Grande. But do they have a higher stage of 
Christian civilization than the people of the U. S. 


and Canada? How does their missionary zeal in 


foreign lands compare with ours? I would advise 
all those who can’t stand segregation, to go to the 
Rio Grande River and buy a one way ticket and 
they will never be troubled any more with it.,God 
made one man’s face yellow, another black, and 
another white because it pleased Him to do so and 
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he means for them to remain that way. It is pre- 
sumptious for any man to think that he can im- 
prove on God’s plan. 


2. In the second place I believe in segregation be- 
cause, it is not only in the plan of God but it is in 
harmony with a well known law of nature, stated 
in the proverb, “Bird’s of a feather will flock 
together.” Sparrows will not flock with robins, 
neither will ducks migrate with geese. 


The Chinaman feels happier and more at liberty 
with his own people in his own churches, schools, 
and communities than he does mingling with other 
people whose tastes and habits are different from 
his. The Negro, if let alone by these ceaseless agita- 
tors, feels more at home and happier among his own 
people in church, school, and communities than to 
be forced to mingle with other people who are not 
always congenial, I want the Negro to have as 
good school buildings and equipment as the white 
people have. But | will say that there is not a 
school house in this country, white or colored, that 
is not a far better house with far better equipment 
than I had sixty-five years ago. And with God’s 
blessing I got an education. 


I want to see the Negro live in good houses where 
he can be comfortable, and self respecting. O but 
they are poor they say! Yes but poverty is not con- 
fined to one race—there are many poor white peo- 
ple who have a hard time. As long as we have wars 
there will always be poverty and plenty of it. 


3. In the third place I believe in race segregation 
because it contributes to the harmony and peace 
among the races. The Christian white man does not 


hate the Negro, but wants to help him in an under-. 


standing way, and does do it. The Christian Negro 
does not hate the white man, but respects and honors 
the Christian white man as his best friend and is 
appreciative for any kindness that comes his way. 


It is the wicked white man and the wicked Negro 
that hate each other and are ready to fly at each 
other’s throats on little provocation. This is one 
reason why the Christian white man in the South 
wants race segregation, for the protection of the 
Negro. There never was a race riot that the Negro 
did not get the worst of it. We do not like race 
riots nor any other form of murder. We like to have 
peace and good will among the races who are com- 
pelled to live together in the same land. This con- 
dition is not limited to the South, as some people 
with very short memories would have us believe, 
for there have been many more race riots in the 
North than have been in the South. The slums of 
the Northern cities are worse than anything we 
have in the South. 


I am advocating segregation not as a perfect 
solution of the vexatious race problem but only as a 
help. We do not meet with perfect solutions in this 
imperfect world. But as Christians we should be 
kind and helpful to all men. There is no occasion for 
pride in the study of this difficult question. 


Paul in writing to the Corinthians, I Cor. 4:11, 
‘For who maketh thee to differ from another? And 
what hast thou that thou didst not receive? And if 
thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou 
didst not receive it?’ You and I had no choice as to 
the color of our faces or the land of our birth. This 
ought to make all of us humble and thankful to 
God, and very charitable and kind to our fellow 
men. 


There will be no segregation in Heaven for there 
will be no sin, nor danger of race riots there. We 
will all speak the same language, sing the same 
song, be clothed in the same white robes, and worship 
the same God who sits on the Great White Throne, 
and we will all be of the same color—the color that 
Elijah and Moses had on the Mt. of Transfigura- 
tion with Christ. —J.E.F. 


October 26-28, 1951 


For 3,000 Men For 2,146 Men 


From From 
North Carolina Florida - Georgia 
And And 
Virginia South Carolina 


November 9-11, 1951 
For 2,068 Men From 


November 2-4, 1951 
For 2,627 Men From 


Alabama - Appa- Arkansas 

lachia - Kentucky Oklahoma - Texas 

Mississippi - West Missouri And 
Virginia - Tennessee Louisiana 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


WHAT WILL THEY COST? EACH CONVENTION FEE IS $5 PER MAN. You pay your own hotel, 
meals and transportation. Economize on getting together and driving. 

When and How to Register? Register now for the convention in your area. Obtain registration 
and hotel accommodation blank and fill in. Mail to the following addresses: Nashville, Dr. Henry 
Hill, Chairman, Local Committee, George Peabody College, Nashville, Tenn.; Jacksonville, Con- 
vention Headquarters, 307 Hogan Street, Jacksonville, Fla.; Dallas, Convention Headquarters, Box 
1020, Dallas, Tex.; Greensboro, Convention Headquarters, Box 2947, Greensboro, N. C. 
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ECCLESIASTICISM 


the 


Light the 
New Testament 


For many weeks your speaker’s heart has been 
exercised in the preparation of the subject assigned 
to him, namely, THE DANGERS OF ECCLESI- 
ASTICISM—and you may rest assured that it is 
our earnest desire to present a constructive dis- 
cussion of some of the problems which confront us 
today. 


With that in mind I should like to call your 
attention to a portion of the Word where we find 
the general background for our thinking upon this 
subject. In I Cor. 12:1-11 we find, what might be 
called: The New Testament Concept of Ecclesias- 
ticism. 


(Read I Cor. 12:1-11) 


You will note that the main emphasis here is put 
upon the relationship of the Church to the Holy 
Spirit as the Great Administrator of her work, with 
the clear implication that God’s Spirit must work 
directly in the hearts of the believers rather than 
merely through a select group of ecclesiasts. 


Yet, if we are honest with ourselves in the analysis 
of the growing tendency toward centralization of 
powers within our church, as well as the tendency 
to set up arbitrary and human standards of judging 
a man’s faithfulness and loyalty to the Presbyterian 
System, do we not have cause to be alarmed about 
the secularization of that which can only be ac- 
complished by means of the power of the Holy 
Spirit? 


It is likewise a source of deep distress to many 
Southern Presbyterians to notice the increasing 
emphasis which is being placed upon the institution- 
alism of our church, sometimes at the expense of a 
Christo-centered program and policy. This mis- 
placed emphasis was clearly illustrated in a poster 


by the Rev. Anton J. Van Puffelen 


SAVANNAH, Ga. 


(An address delivered August 15, 195], at a 
meeting of Journal Supporters in 
| Weaverville, N. C.) 


designed by one of our departments a few years ago. 
Christ was pictured there, standing by the side of a 
young man, resting His hand on the shoulder of the 
youth, and pointing out to him a church which could 
be seen in the distance. The clear insinuation was 
that Christ was telling the young man about the 
beauty of the church, and recommending it as the 
only hope for a lost and ruined world. THIS IN- 
DEED IS THE GOSPEL IN REVERSE, even 
though the symbolism may strongly appeal to the 
natural man. The Scriptures do not in the least 
warrant such emphasis—on the contrary, Christ did 
not come to call our attention to the church, but 
rather He left the Church in the world for the 
distinct purpose of calling men’s attention to Him, 
as the only hope of salvation, both in this life and 
the life to come. Some may have interpreted this 
poster to mean that Christ is calling the young man 
to serve the church, but this is likewise adverse to 
the Word of God. We are not called to serve the 
Church, but to serve Christ. If pointing out such 
emphasis is considered hairsplitting, our answer is 
that all our emphases must point to Christ exclu- 
sively—to do anything less is to pervert the Gospel 
of Christ. 


One could cite many instances of unfortunate and 
unwarranted exercise of ecclesiastical authority in 
the various courts and commissions of our Church, 
but it is not the purpose to bring a negative report 
in this message, but rather to seek the New Testa- 
ment place of ecclesiastical power, for there IS a 
place for such power and authority IF they are 
controlled by the right Person. 


The first thing that comes to our mind about 
ecclesiastical power is the emphasis and meaning of 
the word ecclesiasticism. All of us know that the 
origin of the word lies in two Greek words, mean- 
ing “to call out from.” That is to say, it speaks of 
a people called out from one society into another, 
from one loyalty to another, from one purpose to 
another. It is the authority that belongs to a people 
who are called out of the kingdom of darkness into 
the marvelous Light of Jesus Christ; it is the power 
of those who are called from their alliance with 
Satan to the allegiance of our Lord; it speaks of the 
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authority of those who have been transplanted out 
of the darkness of the natural man’s world, where 
they were compelled to do the will of the prince of 
this world, the devil, into the glorious revelation of 
the Son of God, to fulfill the purposes of the Lord 
of Lords and King of Kings. 


In other words, ecclesiasticism belongs exclusively 
to a separated people—men and women who have 
experienced the regenerating transformation of the 
Holy Spirit of God. How gross a sin it is, there- 
fore, that we should allow the power and authority 
that belong to the Ecclesia (the Church) to be 
patterned after the worldly-wise -conception of 
authority. Centralization of power is the world’s 
“answer to fulfill the purposes of willful and evil 
men—shall the Church of the living God pattern 
herself after this example? Political expediency is 
the rule of arbitration in the affairs of unbelieving 
men—shall the Body of Christ be led by the same 
motives ? 


One remembers the earth-shaking sermon that was 
preached during a meeting of the General Assembly 
some years ago, which had for its thesis that the 
agencies and policies of the visible church were not 
necessarily divine, and that we should set ourselves 
courageously to review the inner-workings of our 
church, and if need be, revise and reorganize our 
agencies and committees completely. Many of us 
heartily agreed with this statement, and began to 
pray earnestly that we might have a more simplified 
organization of our work. 


What was the result? 


The committee which was appointed to analyze 
and recommend any feasible reorganization, em- 
ployed an engineer of organization, am expert in 
human expediency and secular efficiency. The re- 
sults are with us today: wheels within wheels within 
wheels of boards and councils and committees and 
directors and what-have-you. All done in the name 
of Progress. 


Now, one does not deny that the children of God 
should use all their God-given powers of human 


intelligence to do His work, but are we, as the 
Church, justified in asking the world how to run 
our business@or rather the business of our God? 
Should the Church, which has the greatest Adminis- 
trative Expert on earth, the Holy Spirit, turn back 
to learn from human ingenuity a way to administer 
the affairs more efficiently that belong to the “call- 
ed-out-people ?” 


THIS IS PATHOS MULTIPLIED, and runs 
in direct opposition to the Scriptural injunction of 
Col. 2:18-23, where we are told by the Apostle 
Paul that ... “such a man, inflated by an un- 
spiritual imagination, is pushing his way into mat- 
ters he knows nothing about, and in his cleverness 
forgetting the Head (that is, Christ). It is from the 
Head alone that the body is nourished and built up 
and grows according to God's laws of growth. So 
if, through your faith in Christ, you are dead to the 
principles of this world’s life, why, as if you are 
still part and parcel of this world-wide system, do 
you take the slightest notice of these purely human 
prohibitions? ... in actual practice they do honor, 
not to God, but to man’s own pride.” (Letters to 
Young Churches). 


Oh yes, it is far easier to “let George, the human 
expediter, do it,” even though George may not 
personally be acquainted with the Scriptural policies 
and procedures of the Church. To call upon the 
spiritual resources of each member of our church, 
to fast and pray for the solution of our problems, is 
far more taxing, and yet there is no other way out. 
Nothing can be substituted for the diligent waiting 
upon the Lord without paying the penalty of losing 
the power of the Holy Spirit, and bringing about a 
state of spiritual confusion and lethargy. 


Now, what about New Testament Ecclesi- 
asticism ? | 


As we search the Scriptures for this, we are pro- 
foundly impressed with the glory of its simplicity, 
directness, and effectiveness. In Acts the 8th chapter 
we find the experience of Philip, the deacon, who 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit, “went down 


the Man 


Whe 
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to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto 
them; and the people with one accord gave heed 
unto those things which Philip spake.’”’ The Lord 
honored that kind of preaching, ‘‘and there was 
great joy in that city.” Then, strange to say, the 
Spirit of the Lord “spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, 
go toward the south unto the way that goeth down 
from Jerusalem unto Gaza—and he arose and went, 
and behold, a man of Ethiopia ... was returning, 
and sitting in his chariot, reading Isaiah, the prophet 
... then Philip opened his mouth and began at the 
same Scripture and preached unto him Jesus ... and 
the Ethiopian answered and said, ‘I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God,’ ... and Philip 
baptized him. And when they were come out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip 
... How refreshingly direct and pertinent is the 
Holy Spirit in His administration ! 


In Acts 13:1-4 we have another incident of 
similar simplicity. ‘Now there were in the Church 
that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers 

. and as they ministered to the Lord and fasted, 
the Holy Spirit said, ‘Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
And when they had fasted and prayed and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. So they, being 
sent forth by the Holy Spirit departed unto Seleucia; 
and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.” Note the 
order of ecclesiastical procedure in this Church: (1) 
they ministered to the Lord; (2) they fasted and 
prayed; (3) and the Holy Spirit spoke. , 


This may sound incredible to our modern ears, 
which have been conditioned by the process of “going 
through regular channels,” but it certainly can be 
said without fear of contradiction that the work 
done under this direct kind of administration of the 
Spirit of God was most effective and complete! The 
Ethiopian was gloriously saved, and the missionary 
couple, we are told in other Scriptures, were amply 
furnished with necessary financial support to ac- 
complish and fulfill their missionary journeys. 


One would hesitate to speak so boldly as to say 
that it is rather a severe indictment against our 
church that we must have “special seasons of evang- 
elism” in order to stimulate personal soul-winning; 
that we must have “special seasons of stewardship” 
in order to meet the askings of all our agencies in 
the church; yet one can hardly be honest without 
admitting the tragedy of these desperate efforts to 
revive the work of God. 


From the human standpoint there is a reason for 
our failure: we are told to have “campaigns for this 
and for that” at this time or that, rather than being 
compelled by a spontaneous and continuous inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. 


These days we are told to give by percentages to 


‘this cause or to that, rather than being constrained 
to give liberally, because we see the mighty works 


of God in our midst. We may rest assured that 


God’s people will give and give sacrificially when 


the Holy Spirit moves upon their hearts. Perhaps we 


have too much “top-level planning” without “grass- 
root compulsion of the Holy Spirit”; perhaps we 
have too much “strategy for the future’ without 
the “immediate work of grace” in our hearts. The 
heartbreaking truth that is staring us in the face is 
that the Holy Spirit is the “forgotten Person” in 
much of the work of our ecclesiastical machine. We 
have forgotten that He, and He alone, is the only 
effective Administrator of the affairs of the Church 
—forgotten that is, not in theology, but in practice. 


During a meeting of one of our presbyteries not 
so very long ago, the members were called upon to 
listen to a full and complete analysis and report of 
the Stewardship Committee. It was lengthy and very 
intricate, to be sure. The presbyters were exhorted 
that they must not give here until they had met their 
obligations there—that nobody should give directly 
to any phase of the work in which he or she might 
have a special interest, but rather that everyone 
should give according to the percentages as proposed 
by the Committee, and be sure to send all money (in 
lump sums, if possible) to the central treasurer, etc., 
etc., ad infinitum. After the reading was finished, 
an elder was heard to give an involuntary sigh, 
“Wow, it takes a lawyer these days to know how 
to give a dollar to the Lord!” Oh, for the freedom 
of spontaneous response, motivated by the Great 
Administrator of the Church: the Holy Spirit. 


Another function of New Testament Ecclesiastic- 
ism is found in the 15th chapter of Acts, where the 
apostles and elders and brethren sat together to 
decide upon some doctrinal matter. Note the pres- 
ence of the elders and brethren; this New Testa- 
ment Council put great emphasis upon lay repre- 
sentation, rather than a super-hierarchy. Note es- 
pecially, however, the procedure of solving their 
problem: they heard every testimony with regard to 
the special case and then, instead of appointing a 
committee, we are told that the solution “seemed 


America’s Hour Of Decision 


Billy Graham’s new book, which in- 
cludes an authentic life story of the 
Evangelist, will be off press this week. 
In addition, it presents chapters on the 
campaigns in Portland, Ore., Minne- 
apolis, Fort Worth, Shreveport, Mem- 
phis, the Rose Bowl Rally, a follow-up 
plan for new converts and four more 
Graham sermons, plus 15 pages of 
pictures. Price $2.00. Order from: 
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to the Holy Spirit and to us.” How simple, 
but how gloriously effective! Here again we see the 
great stress that is being placed upon the fact that 
the Holy Spirit is the final Authority of arbitration 
in doctrinal matters. This is most important, for 
the “soundness of the faith” must not be judged by 
human philosophies or standards, but rather must 
be attested by the Word of God, as interpreted by 
the Holy Spirit. 


How strange it is that these days ecumenical 
councils are held apparently for the avowed purpose 
of seeing how much each Communion of Faith can 
compromise with its doctrinal beliefs in order to 
arrive at the “lowest common denominator” for the 
sake of ecclesiastical prestige! Many of us remember 
the time when even the faintest deviation from our 
Confession of Faith was reprimanded in no uncer- 
tain terms by the church courts, and men of liberal 
tendencies were considered ‘‘speckled birds” whose 
company was to be shunned. Surely the founders of 
the Presbyterian Church and the authors of the 
Confession of Faith would feel awkwardly out of 
place in many of our church courts and schools 
today; and it is difficult to comprehend that such 
expressions as, ‘the mythical chapters of Genesis,” 
and “various theories of atonement which are ac- 
ceptable,” and “the virgin birth of Christ is not 
essential to the salvation of a person,” and “Ezekiel 
was slightly unbalanced when he wrote his pro- 
_phecy,” etc., etc. are not only tolerated in our col- 
leges and “sidewalk conferences” during church 
court meetings, but men who hold these views are 
commended highly as being of “sound scholarship.” 


If this were not lamentable enough, it has well 


nigh become impossible to have any of our church. 


courts assume the responsibility of “maintaining the 
purity of the faith”; on the contrary, those who at 
times call attention to real evidences of liberalism, 
are considered a nuisance, whereas those who do 
express views which are not in full harmony with 
the Standards of our Church are commended for 
their “courageous stand” in face of persecution. 


To many of us it is intellectual immorality of the 
highest kind to remain in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church if one does not honestly accept the full and 
complete inspiration of God’s Word and the Con- 
fession of Faith, as required in the ordination vows 
without reservation. God forbid that we should use 
ecclesiastical authority to promote liberalism! 


Much more could be said about the constructive 
possibilities of New Testament ecclesiasticism, as 
well as the destructive manifestation of modern 
church authority. If the ecclesiastical authorities 
had been more sensitive to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in the day of men like Wesley, Whitefield, 
ete., they might have been used to surcharge the 
entire Church with the power of the Almighty; if 
the Synod of Kentucky in 1810 had been more con- 
cerned with the salvation of souls than with their 
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own authority, the entire Presbyterian Church 
might have felt the impact of a Spirit-directed re- 
vival. Even today we find ecclesiastical opposition 
to a Billy Graham. 


Who can fathom the power of God which might 
have been ours had it not been for these instances 
where ecclesiasticism elevated its own prestige at 
the expense of the mighty pouring out of God’s 
blessings. In fact, Church history shows clearly 
that the Church has always been most effective in 
her work of evangelism when so-called ecclesiastic- 
ism was least evident. 


And may I say by way of parenthesis—but a 
most important parenthesis—that those of us who 
are so vitally concerned with the purity, the power, 
and the continuity of our great Southern Presby- 
terian Church must by all means be sure that what- 
ever is proposed or executed must be clearly of God: 
for our cause is a lost cause if the Spirit of God is 
not the great Director of our efforts. 


Now in closing, may we direct your attention to 
two portions of the Word? 


II Cor. 4:7 tells us that “we have this treasure in 
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 
may be of God, and not of us.” This might well be 
applied to the power and authority which are exer- 
cised by our church leaders. Indeed, it is a treasure 
of great price and great beauty, and great conse- 


~ quence—let us hold it so sacred that the powers 


granted to us by the Holy Spirit may redound to 
the honor and glory of our Saviour... 


Then we have the experience on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, where Peter, James and John were 
permitted to see the glory of our Lord as He was 
transformed before them, flanked by Moses and 
Elijah. All was beautiful, all was sacred, all was 
glorious UNTIL Peter suggested that they build 


_ three tabernacles—yes, to be sure there was one for 


Christ, but a cloud overshadowed the entire blaze 
of glory when Moses and Elijah were included in 
the proposed honor. It took the very voice of God 
Himself to teach the disciples the lesson of their 
life, “This is My Son: hear ye Him,” and when 
they lifted up their eyes they saw no man, save 
Jesus only. 


In many quarters of our Church tabernacles are 
built to Institutional Ecclesiasticism on the one 
hand and Ecumenical Ecclesiasticism on the other 
hand. Yes, we still hear about Christ, but this has 
almost become incidental. Beloved, in the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of our Church the Holy Spirit 
of God is only interested in the exaltation of Christ, 
the purity of the Church, and the salvation of the 
lost. The cloud will not lift, until the Church will 
give Christ a solitary throne, and be filled with the 
Power of the Holy Spirit. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fellowship In The Church 


Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20; Acts 4:31-37; 
Philippians 1:27 - 2:11; I John 3:14-24. Devo- 
tional Reading: I John 4:7-21. 


Tradition says that when the apostle John was an old man—too old to preach—he would stand in the 
pulpit and keep repeating: “Little children, love one another.”’ Love is the keynote of all his letters ; love 
to God and love to men. His definition of God is: “God is love.” If we are Christians, God's children, then 
we will love one another. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. This is the best proof of God’s love. His love is shown in many other ways, 


but here is the greatest manifestation of His love. 
Jesus states the same truth in John 3:16, “The 
Little Gospel,” or ““The Heart of the Big Gospel,” 
as it has been called. 


This love is based upon faith; and this faith 
comes through knowledge. It is to be confessed be- 
fore men. It does two things: It casts out fear, and 
it makes us love our brethren. Here is the basis for 
fellowship in the Church. 


Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 


All of those who are born again, born of the 
Spirit, have this love in their hearts. 


I. Sin And Forgiveness: 
Matthew 18:15-20. 


“If thy brother shall trespass against thee.” Here 
is one of the causes of broken fellowship in the 
Church. If there was no sinning, then our fellow- 
ship would be perfect and unbroken. But all of us 
know that we do sin, and this sin disrupts the peace 
and harmony and good feeling that ought to prevail 
among God’s children. 


What is to be done? Jesus gives some rules. (1) 
Go and talk matters over with the offending brother 
alone. Do not “gossip,” or tell tales, or complain to 
others, but go and see him and settle the matter 
alone, if possible. (2) If he will not hear you, then 
take two or more of the brethren with you, and try 
to settle it this way. (3) If he is still unresponsive, 
tell it to the Church. (4) If he will not hear the 
Church, then let him alone, for there is nothing 
more that can be done. Notice the judicial character 
of the Church’s decision. Our Presbyterian Church 
is a series of courts and it is in these courts that all 
matters are to be settled. There is no higher au- 
thority, such as bishop, or dictator, or pope. The 
Church, through its representatives, is the final 
court of appeal. 


All of these proceedings should be done in the 
spirit of prayer. The Head of the Church is present 


10 


even where there are but two or three gathered to- 
gether in His name. 


I wish to extend our study to the balance of the 
chapter, for it seems to me to have a direct bearing 
on the subject. In Verse 21 Peter asks: “Lord, how 
oft shall my brother sin against me and I forgive 
him ? till seven times?” Jesus gives His well-known 
reply: “I say unto thee, Until seven times; but, 
until seventy times seven.’ He then relates the 
parable of the unmerciful servant with its applica- 


tion. 


If there is to be fellowship in the Church, then 
we must learn to forgive, as we hope to be for- 
given. Where the spirit of forgiveness prevails, then 
there can be harmony and peace, but if we hold 
grudges against our brethren then and there real 
fellowship ends. 


II. Sharing All Things: 
Acts 4:31-37. 


Fellowship implies sharing with others; not mere- 
ly the sharing of material possessions, which is less 
important, but the sharing of spiritual graces. In 
these verses we have an illustration of this. 


1. Great Power: the power of the Holy Spirit. 
They all shared in this, for they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit. ““And when they had prayed the 
place was shaken where they were assembled to- 
gether and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” This great power was for the purpose of 
witnessing to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 


2. Great Grace. The grace of God saves: the 
same grace of God fills His people with the various 
gifts which are necessary for the work of the 


‘Church. Grace saves: grace enables us to live for 


the glory of the One Who has saved us. Great grace 
was upon them all; not simply a few leaders, such 
as the apostles, elders, and deacons. We should ex- 
pect all the members of the body of Christ to be 
fitted for the work of the Church. 


3. Great Generosity. This was the natural result 
of the other two. When God’s Spirit and God's 
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grace fill the Church, there will be a generous shar- 
ing of all material possessions. This is what hap- 
pened in the early Church. There was no outside 
compulsion, only the compulsion of love which 
filled the heart. A splendid illustration of this is 
found in Barnabas, who was filled with the Spirit 
and with grace, and became a “son of consolation,” 
or encouragement to his fellow-Christians. 


Ill. The Gospel And The Mind Of Christ: 
Philippians 1:27 - 2:11. 


These verses are very rich. | shall only attempt to 
touch on some of the glorious truths revealed in 
them. 


1. The Gospel Of Christ: Let your manner of 
life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ. There is but 
one Gospel. It binds all real Christians together. If 
anyone preach “‘another Gospel,” let him be ac- 
cursed. ‘There are some counterfeit gospels in the 
world, scores of them, and they tend to separate 
the world into all sorts of sects and false religions, 
but all true Christians are parts of the one body in 
Christ, and all are members one of another. 


We are to stand firm in one Spirit, striving side 
by side for the faith of the Gospel: there is one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism. We are to contend 
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the 
saints, There are opponents of the true Gospel. Our 
fellowship is that of workers and soldiers, and these 
are close fellowships. There is the further fellow- 
ship of suffering we are called upon, not only to 
believe, but to suffer. Striving together, and suffer- 
ing together. It reminds us of the union which often 
exists in an army which has had many campaigns 
together. 


2. The Mind Of Christ. Back of the Gospel of 
Christ is the Mind of Christ, or Christ Himself. 
Our inspiration and encouragement is in Him. We 
are to emulate all the glorious traits of character 
found in Him, as we see them depicted in Verses 
1-4, He emptied Himself; He became a Servant; 
He laid down His life for us. If we love as He 
loved, we will be willing to do even this. 


Wherefore God has highly exalted Him. If we 


have the mind of Christ we, too, will achieve great- 
ness, We will also have a blessed fellowship in Him. 


IV. Knowing That We Are Christians: 
I John 3314-24. 


John is fond of this word “know”; so was Paul. 
How shall we have assurance, and know that we 
are the children of God? People will often say, “I 
hope I am a Christian,” or, “I try to be a Chris- 
tian,” but many have no real assurance. John gives 
us one of the best proofs in these verses: ““We know 
that we have passed from death to life, because we 
love the brethren.” See how these Christians love 
one another, was a common remark made about the 
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Christians of the early years of the Church. John 
speaks very plainly in these verses: 


(1) He who does not love remains in death. 


(2) Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer. 
Jesus says the same thing in the Sermon on the 
Mount when He is interpreting the Command- 
ments. 


(3) We ought to be willing to lay down our lives 
for the brethren. 


(4) If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his 
brother and closes his heart (and pocket-book) , how 
does the love of God dwell in him? 


(5) Do not love merely in word, but in deed, for 
actions speak louder than words, and true love ex- 
presses itself in deeds. 


(6) By this we know that we are of the truth 
and reassure our hearts. 


(7) One of the best proofs of love is obedience to 
the commands of God. 


RECOMMEND 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 


VESPER TOPICS FOR SEPTEMBER 9 


“4 Home Away From Home 


Introduction 


Our program tonight is designed to present the work of the Westminster Fellowship on the college or 
university campus, in order that any of your young people who are going away to college for the first time 
may know what to expect. On the campus the academic and social life is pretty well organized and fills the 
days so that many of us may feel that it doesn’t matter too much whether we become identified with Presby- 
terian young people on Sunday evenings or not. The program outline in Presbyterian Youth has a series of 


talks that show how the Westminster Fellowship 
is an integral part of the college life, and Romans 12 
is cited as a Scripture lesson to be used in closing. 
Let us outline that Scripture lesson and then put it 
into the heart of the program. 


Scripture Lesson - Romans 12 
1. The Christian Life in Relation to Self - V 1-2 
a. The Body Presented 
b. The Mind Renewed 


In the first eight chapters of the Book of Romans, 
Paul develops God’s method of making men good— 
since all men are sinners they must have a saviour 
and God has provided a Saviour in Christ, who can 
be possessed by faith. Since all men are weak, they 
cannot be good in their own strength, therefore, God 
has provided the power for living through the Holy 
Spirit, whom He gives to everyone who believes in 
Christ. In Romans 12, Paul then outlines practical, 
successful Christian living in its various relation- 
ships—personal, religious, social, and political. But 
the whole Christian life must first of all be properly 
related to self. Unless you and I who have truly 
received the Lord Jesus Christ by a definite act of 
surrender and by a continous yielding of a life pre- 
sent our bodies as a living sacrifice to Jesus Christ 
and daily have our minds renewed by the Word of 
Christ in the Bible, we can ever begin to live the 
Christian life. The surrender of the will of self to 
the Will of Christ is the first step to real Christian 
living. 

2. The Christian Life in Relation to the Church - 
V 3-8 


a. We all have different jobs 
b. We all have some ability 


When we have presented the body to Christ, the 
Spirit of God gives us definite abilities and capa- 
cities by which we can do the different jobs that 
need to be done in the church, Everybody who is 
a Christian has an ability bestowed by the Spirit of 
God to do a certain job. We shall be happy and 
successful in our Christian life and useful to the 
church only when we find our ability and our job 
and do it. 
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3. The Christian Life in Relation to Other People - 
V 9-21 


a. Toward all men - love—V 9-13 

b. Toward enemies - good will—V 14, 19-20 

c. Toward needy - humble fellowship—V 15-16 
d. Toward undeserving - meekness—V 17-18 


As Christians we rub elbows every day with men 
who are not Christians and with others who are a 
little difficult to get along with. As Christians the 
essential life that Christ has given us must manifest 
itself in all circumstances in love and good will 
toward all as we meekly and humbly have fellow- 
ship with all. 
SUGGESTIONS 

When you and I go to college we do not take a 
vacation from the Christian life and our responsi- 
bilities to Christ. If we have surrendered our life, 
we are still under the orders of the Will of Christ. 
If we are Christians, we still have a job to do for 
the church. As Christians we still have a life to 
maintain in our relations to others. This cannot be 
maintained without the help, encouragement and 
spiritual fellowship that we can only find in associa- 
tion with other Christian young people on the 
campus, such as the Westminster Fellowship. 


Close your program with a study of this chapter 
of Scripture and point out that you can take a 
vacation from the Westminster Fellowship on the 
campus only when you are free to take a vacation 
from Christ and your responsibilities in the Chris- 
tian life. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Dr. Burney Rejoins 
Education Board 


The Board of Christian Education is happy to 
announce that after two and one-half years’ leave of 
absence serving the Program of Progress campaign 
of the General Assembly, Dr. LeRoy P. Burney is 
returning on September 1 to serve until June |, 
1952, as a member of the staff of the Division of 


Men’s Work. 


Early in 1940 Dr. Burney joined the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication 
as Regional Director of Religious Education in the 
Synod of Georgia and after several years of suc- 
cessful service was transferred to the Synod of 
South Carolina. Because of his unusual ability as a 
feld organizer and his intimate knowledge of the 
work of the local Church the General Assembly’s 
Committee on the Program of Progress in 1949 re- 
quested the Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication to lend him for an indefinite 
period to the Program of Progress Campaign. For 
two and one-half years Dr. Burney has rendered 
valuable service to the whole General Assembly as 
Coordinator of the Program of Progress and, with 
his work there completed, the Board of Christian 
Education welcomes him back as a member of its 


staff. 


Dr. Burney has accepted this present assignment 
only until June 1, 1952, at which time he expects to 
continue graduate work before resuming his service 
with the Board. 


World Missions Receipts 


Apr. 1, 1950, to Aug. 1, 1950 $300,741.43 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Aug. 1, 1951 327,767.40 
Gain $ 27,025.97 
Program Of Progress 
Net Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1950, to Aug. 1, 1950 $ 93,930.47 
Apr. 1, 1951, to Aug. 1, 1951 41,530.44 
Loss _. $ 52,400.03 


Our Radio Programs 
Now Nation-Wide 


By Rev. John N. Alexander, D.D. 
Atlanta ... Georgia 


The first Presbyterian Hour programs in 1945 
went out over twelve stations along the Atlantic 
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seaboard. In 1952 programs to be produced by the 


Radio Division will be aired from coast to coast 
over about 500 stations. 


‘“The Presbyterian Hour” will be known as “The 
Presbyterian Series of the Protestant Hour.” It 
will still be produced in the Protestant Radio 
Center in Atlanta, but it will become one of the 
approved series of the Department of Broadcasting 
and Film of the National Council and as such will 
become a nation-wide program. As a matter of fact 
it is the only continuous cooperative and non-com- 
mercial weekly transcribed devotional series in 
America. We now have 150 station acceptances. In 
1952 we should have between 200 and 250. The 
Presbyterian Series will be heard in January, Feb- 
ruary and March 1952. 


At our request the summer series of the National 
Radio Pulpit is now called “The Protestant Fellow- 
ship Series.” In all probability our Dr. John A. 
Redhead of the First Presbyterian Church in Greens- 
boro, N. C., and Bishop Arthur J. Moore, the 
present President of the National Council of Bishops 
of the Methodist Church, will be heard again over 
some 100 stations of the National Broadcasting Co. 


Beginning in September 1951 an entirely new 
15 minute series will be released on a nation-wide 
basis. These programs will be jointly sponsored by 
“The Upper Room Radio Parish” and the Protes 
tant Radio Conference. ““The Upper Room” will 
have four months and the members of the Protes- 
tant Radio Conference will have eight months. 
Nearly 200 stations have already accepted these pro- 
grams on a year around basis, 


The first three months of 1952 will be allocated 
to the Presbyterian Radio Division for a new series 
which we shall call “For God and Country.” Music 
for these programs will be furnished by the orchestra 
and chorus of the Transylvania Music Camp. The 
purpose is the emphasis on faith and worship as the 
foundation of our national life. 


MINISTERIAL MISCELLANY 


(INCLUDING MISSIONS) 


The T. R. Taylors, from our Brazil Mission, 
arrived for their regular furlough August 3. Misses 
Charlotte Dunlap and Ruth Worth, of our China 
Mission, will arrive in New York August 13. 


“TI hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ ia 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 


WOMEN’S WORK 


Prayer Permeated The Whole 
Program Of Montreat Women’s 
Training School 


The Spirit of Prayer seemed to move from the 
leaders in Women’s Work who gave time to a 
Prayer Retreat prior to the School to every woman 
who came, as on the opening afternoon of registra- 
tion they were encouraged to make their way to the 
Prayer Room where missionaries, martyrs, ministers 
and plain folk like us had gathered across the years 
to pray for God’s blessing and power in His work. 


In the early morning of each day the women 
gathered in brief services of worship to “listen to 
Jesus” and commit the days to Him. 


Throughout the week in all the waking hours 
there was almost a continuous stream of women 
wending their way in silence to the Prayer Room to 
pray down the blessing. 


On Sunday afternoon a group gathered in a ser- 
vice of intercession to pray specifically for peace in 
our hearts and in the world. In that service we rea- 
lized ourselves one in love and purpose with the 
Christians of all the world as nationals or mission- 
aries representing nationals of other countries pray- 
ed for peace in their native tongue. 


The closing service of consecration was supremely 
one of prayer when the women shared the feeling of 
the little six-year-old lad who said: “It was a beau- 
tiful service tonight—it made me feel sorry for all 
the times I have been bad.” Through it we all were 
encouraged to make a fresh commitment to Christ 
in silence from our own hearts. 


South Of The Border 


(This is the last of three articles written by a 
recent visitor to our mission field in Mexico). 


The Presbyterian Church of Mexico isn’t a 
Northern Presbyterian Church nor is it a Southern 
Presbyterian Church. It has come into being 
through the efforts of missionaries of both these 
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denominations but is separate and distinct and 
takes its place in the family of churches around the 
world. The General Assembly of the Church in 
Mexico was organized in 1947 with three Synods 
and ten Presbyteries. 


This Presbyterian Church in Mexico is a 
witnessing Church. Both ministers and laymen are 
zealous in evangelism. One thinks of ministers like 
Ruben Garcia of Iguala who, frail in appearance, 
still not only leads his own congregation but has a 
large number of outposts; or Benjamin Alvarez at 
Zitacuaro building a new Church there but also 
preaching in 17 other points near his city! Laymen, 
too, are witnessing—leaders in the Divino Salvador 
Church (this church has an average attendance of 
1,200), are maintaining 27 outposts. 


Women also are at work. Organized into local, 
Presbyterial and Synodical organizations their four- 
fold program is singularly like our own—-spiritual 
life, missions, Christian service, and fellowship. An 
outstanding example of the zeal of the women is 
Senora Huerrera of Oaxaca—mother of six chil- 
dren under ten years of age (and each with a Bible 
name) she not only maintains a home and teaches 
school but is also president of her Presbyterial. 
When she holds her meeting the vice-president pre- 
sides while she takes time out to attend to the needs 


of her baby! 


The Presbyterian Church of Mexico is also a 
courageous Church. Persecution isn’t as evident as 
it was in the past but at times is severe. One ad- 
mires and is grateful for these Christians so strong 
in their faith. An example of this is seen in the four 
women who stood in a door shielding a refugee 
from the wrath of the dominant Church and de- 
claring that anything done to him must be done to 
them. One cannot soon forget the radiant face of 
the believer at Tixtla who, in telling of the attack 
on her Church which resulted in many being 
wounded by machete and guns and in the furniture 
of the Church being completely ruined, smiled as 
she said: “But I still place a tract in every package 
when I wrap the soap I sell at the market!’’ Cour- 
ageous people ‘these Mexican Evangelicals. 


Yet in spite of the efforts and courage of both 
missionary and Mexican believers much remains to 
be done. Something of the tremendous task still 
ahead was made clear to us as we stood on Monte 
Alban near Oaxaca and looked out upon a dozen or 
more villages not one of which had ever heard the 


‘story of the living Christ—that view might be du- 


plicated anywhere in Mexico—so many people with- 
out Christ! 


Dorotuy (Mrs. H. D.) HABERYAN, 
Member, Board of World Missions. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


{ 
| 
| a 
= 


= (F 


“To Let You Know... 
We Love The Lord’ 


One of our finest young women, leader in the 


women’s work, recently went to Leopoldville, 


capital and largest city of the Congo, to join her 
husband, an equally outstanding young man. He had 
gone ahead of her looking for work. They are both 
graduates of our schools, second generation Chris- 
tians of fine families, leaders in the local church. 
The husband had a good job at the Mission printing 
press, but the pull of the city and bigger pay and 
more “advantages” drew him to Leopoldville. There 
he quickly got a good place in the Bank of the 
Congo Belge, found living quarters for his wife and 
little girl, who traveled down by river steamer to 
join him. When she came to tell me goodbye she 
said, “I just want to let you know, Mamu, that 
Kamba and I have both grown up in Christian 
homes and we love the Lord, and you need not fear 
that when we are in the midst of the temptations of 
the big city we are going to leave these things which 
have always been our strength and our life.” This is 
a translation of a letter received from her shortly 
after her arrival in Leopoldville. 


“My Mamu Muindila, 


“Today my heart is with great joy to write you 
this letter and to greet you and Muambi Kalombo 
(Bill) and your two children. 


“My Mamu, I hope that today you have strength 
of body, you and all of your helpers. Muambi 
Muindilai and Mamu Bankumbaji (Mr. and Mrs. 
Punt) took good care of us on the way, even until 
we arrived at Leopoldville, me and my child. For 


this I give thanks to them and to our Father in 


Heaven. 


“Mamu, our journey was so good! Along the way 
we saw villages of all kinds and we marveled at the 
bigness of the water in some places! I was exceed- 
ingly surprised! Afterwards I was thinking within 
myself about this little water, and how big it ap- 
peared to my eyes, and I marveled again. I thought 
of you, and of how you traveled on a water that is 
greater than this of the Congo and my heart went 
out to you in love, good friend. So I am thanking 
God greatly for this reason and for the long journey, 
exceeding mine, which you traveled when you came 
to us. I am talking with God that He increase 
your good work among the Kasai people because you 
have undergone this hardship. 


“My friend, I am telling you, too, how we arrived. 
Ve arrived well. I marveled when I saw Leopold- 
ville, But when I was beginning to think, “Where 
will I see my husband ?” he arrived with his friends 
and two cars to get us! That was Monday. We went 
to the bank and we rested. I asked them where they 


Called on the name of the Father in Heaven. They 


told me that there is a meeting on Wednesdays. 


AUGUST 29, 1951 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 
FOR YOUNG WOMEN 
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@ 12 $100 Talent Scholarships 


Write For Information And Application To 
J. Rupert McGregor - Montreat, N. C. 


When Wednesday came I went to meet with them 
in this meeting. Truly, Mamu, I want to tell you 
they worship well. And many people, and women 
too, of all tribes. We Kasai people are a big crowd, 
people from APCM Luebo, Bibangao, Mutoto, 
Lubondai, and from other missions. 


“My Mamu, I am distressed because I do not 
understand Mangala or Tshikongo. So am I distress- 
ed because they do not understand me;when I speak 
Tshiluba to them all. Because I want to tell them 
well about our work of the women at our APCM 
Mission at Luebo and the other places. So I shall be 
still with them until I know how to tell them well 
our affair, because I have this great desire in my 
heart. 


“TI want to let you know, too, that their worship 
is not different from ours. They teach hymns too 
very well indeed, and are happy when they sing. I 
have another joy, too, because they agreed for me to 
eat the Lord’s Supper with the Christians here. 
They have the custom when a stranger appears to 
greet him before all the people if he is a Christian. 


“Another thing, I have seen Mamu Mulombela 
and Muambi Kolesha (Rev. and Mrs. V. A. Ander- 
son, then in the offices of the Congo Protestant 
Council at Leopoldville). They were happy to see 
us at their house. They told us all the affairs, and 
that you had spoken to them about me, and I was 
glad to know of your remembrance of me. She is 
anxious to have a meeting of the women and Muam- 
bi of the men for Bible study, but they have not yet 
begun because they are still arranging their affairs. 
I will let you know these things as they happen, and 
if you wish you many do the same for me. Greet for 
me Badia Anne of Kanyinda, and all of our leaders 
of the women greetings, greetings. Greet Muambi 
Kalombo (Bill). My husband greets you both, and 
he will write to you himself to express his thanks 
for the kindness with which you helped us. Amen. 


I am your friend in Christ, 
Mesy Lebeck (Rebecca). 


*A Native Christian woman. 
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